Abstract: A herpetofaunal inventory based on field surveys, literature records and photographic records is presented for Katerniaghat Wildlife Sanctuary and its environs, situated in the Terai region of Uttar Pradesh, India. We list a total of 10 species of amphibians and 42 species of reptiles from the area. Compiled observations presented here include biological notes on the Critically Endangered Gavialis gangeticus and new locality records and natural history information of poorly known species including Polypedates taeniatus and Sibynophis sagittarius. Besides recording members of currently recognized species complexes, the study also documents species that were either conferred to closely related species (e.g., Fejervarya cf. teraiensis) or their identity remains to be ascertained (e.g., Kaloula sp.). The present study indicates that species count at Katerniaghat Wildlife Sanctuary is likely to increase with additional surveys and systematic work.
INTRODUCTION
Katerniaghat Wildlife Sanctuary (27055 '-28025'N & 810-81025'E) , is located in Bahraich District of Uttar Pradesh. This typical Terai ecosystem is spread over an area of 400km2 and is characterized by extensive alluvial plains, wetlands, grasslands, woodlands and moist forests. The vegetation of the study area can be categorized into riverine forests, mixed Sal forest, teak Tectona grandis plantation, woodlands and alluvial grasslands. Except riverine forests which are characterised by the dominance of moist evergreen species, all other categories are deciduous in nature (Tripathi & Singh 2009 ). The riverine habitat (Girwa River) of the Sanctuary (18km length) is bounded upstream by the Nepalese border and downstream by the Girijapuri Barrage. The sanctuary is home to large animals such as tiger, elephant, leopard and Gangetic dolphin, and is regarded as an important habitat of the Critically Endangered Gavialis gangeticus. The Sanctuary also holds a key population of Crocodilus palustris and several freshwater turtle species. Past studies on herpetofauna include those of Hallermann et al. (2001) , Basu (1989) and Talukdar & Dasgupta (1977) . However, general information on diversity and distribution of herpetofaunal species is scanty.
Abbreviations: BMNH -The Natural History Museum, London; ZSICZoological Survey of India Kolkata; ZMH -Zoologisches Institut und Zoologisches Museum von Hamburg. SCL -Straight carapace length; CCLCurve carapace length; PL -Plastral length; SVL -Snout to vent length, TL -Tail length.
Study Area
The field investigations were conducted in the following localities: Base Camp (28020.243'N & 81007.855 
MATERIALS AND METHODS
Field records for the study comes from observations of Crocodiles were observed from motor boats, river shore transects and from watch tower. For frogs, observations were sometimes made on the basis of calls heard along forest trail, forest edges and along streams between 1800-2200 h, aided by flashlights. Records of road kills and dead specimens in fishing nets were studied and incorporated in this paper.
Individuals of the species were captured by hand and released at the point of capture after examination or were observed using a binocular. A Canon Digital S3IS was used for photography. Data on locality, habitat and microhabitat, sex, reproductive data, syntopic species (if any) were recorded. Behavioural observations were recorded in a field data sheet. Morphometric data on specimens were used for identification. Frogs, lizards and snakes were released at their respective capture site once their specific identity and photography was over.
Geographic coordinates for survey sites were recorded with a Garmin 12 receiver GPS. Interactions with local residents were held to make them aware of the local herpetofauna and to supplement field observations. Species were identified using the keys of Smith (1935 Smith ( , 1943 ; Schleich & Kästle (2002) ; Das (1995); and Dutta (1997) .
Nomenclature and taxonomic arrangement in the text follows dorsally. This colouration is reported to be an indicator of good general physiological condition and sexual activity in males (Abdulali 1985) . Juveniles observed in the month of June along the river bank. The species frequently observed as road-kill on the segment between Katerniaghat to Bicchia. nesting from July and continue up to October. Das (1995) reported that in the Chambal region, the species nests from end August up to mid-September.
It is not conclusively known if double clutching occurs in
the species in which case the first clutch could be laid at the In northern India (Chambal River), Vasudevan (1998) recorded the nesting season from late July to end of October with peak activity during late August. We presume that similar nesting season prevail in Katerniaghat also. Thus we presume that, further survey will record new distributional localities for the species from the study area.
Nilssonia hurum (Gray

Melanochelys trijuga (Schweigger, 1914) (Image 15):
An individual male (CCL 12cm, PL 8cm.) encountered while it was crossing Barrage road at around 1730hr during June 2008. The area is surrounded by thick forest and water bodies. The first Gharial population survey in Katerniaghat was in 1975 Katerniaghat was in -1976 , and previous to our work, the last study of Gharial was done in 2001 -2002 (Singh 1978 Srivastava 1981; Singh 2003 During the present survey, few herpetofaunal species were recorded, the identity of which are either unknown or conferred to closely related species (e,g, Kaloula sp., Nepal and modification of river courses and discharge should also be given cognizance.
The Sanctuary is one of the last remaining habitats of the Critically Endangered Gharial (Choudhury et al. 2011 Katerniaghat Wildlife Sanctuary represents one of the last remaining Terai ecosystems and hence it is of tremendous conservation concern. Considering the dearth of knowledge on diversity, distribution and natural history of the herpetofauna of the region, the present study assumes significance.
However, the field observation of the study is limited to a single peak monsoon month (June-July) and subsequent two visits are during winter month where herpetofaunal activity is limited due to low temperature. Thus it is almost certain that the present inventory only represents a fraction of the actual herpetofaunal assemblage and additional survey will reveal hitherto unrecorded species.
